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Dai xii. 10. 


Many ſhall be purified, and made * and 
tried; but the ad. ſhall do wickedly ; and 
none of the wicked ſhall underſtand, but the 
wiſe hall underſtand. 


H ESE Words are Part of Daniels Vi- 
ſion, which we have in the three laſt 
Chapters of this Book. In the latter 
Part of the Viſion, from about the 

Middle of the preceeding Chapter, 
there is repreſented to him the great Diſtreſs which 
the Fews ſhould ſuffer, in being invaded by Atiochus 
Epiphanes King of Syria, and his making an entire 
Conqueſt of their Country. To this is the Prophecy 
very evidently to be applied, as appears from the 
Circumſtances here deſcribed, compared with the 
Hiſtory of what happened to the Fews from that 
crue] ueror; his laying waſte their Country, ſlay- 
ing great Numbers of them, polluting: their Santi 
ary (a), N ſetting up an Idol- Deity there, which 
he commanded them to worſnhip; and perſecuting 
vith the greateſt Cruelties thoſe who adhered to the 

Religion and Laws of their Country: In all which 
he was aſſiſted by many Time-ſervers | among the. 
Jews, who wanted to ſecure themſelves in this pubs. 
lick Diſtreſs of their Country, and to merit the Fa- 
your of the wn by their baſe Compliances; 
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So it is ſaid, he ſhould have intelligence with them that 
forſake the holy covenant, and ſhould corrupt them b 
Lalleries (a). All this we have deſcribed in the pre: 
ceeding Chapter, 41 | 
As this Antiochus was, in ſeveral Reſpects, a re 
markable Type of Antichriſt, the great Tyrant of 
1 Chriſtian Church, and Perſecutor of the Saints 
in the latter Days; there ſeems from the 36th Verſe 
of that Chapter, to be a ſudden Tranſition: made to 
the Oppreſlions of Antichriſtian Tyranny. Ir isfaid 
there, Ibe king (hall do according to his will, and be 
ſhall exalt himſelf, and magnify himſelf above every god, 
This correſponds very much with the Deſcription the 
Apoſtle gives of the Man of Sin, 2 Theſ. ii. 4. Who 
eppoſe!h and exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, 
er that ts wworſlupped. Both Deſcriptions are a very 
proper Repreſtntation of the Papal Tyranny 3 of him 
who, under the arrogant Pretence of being Chrit's 
Vicegerent upon Eurth, aſſumes. to himſelf the fole 
Prerogative of God, requiring of Men an implicite 
Subjection in Matters of Faith and Conſcience z who 
etends to give Men Diſpenſations and Pardons for 
— the Laws of Heaven, thus aſcending the 
Throne of God, or even raiſing himſelf above it: 
Who uſurps a ſupreme Dominion over other earthly 
Powers, a Right of depoſing Kings, and of looſing 
Subjects from their Allegiance to them; thus exalt- 
ing himſelf above all that are called Gods upon Earth. 
This is He who, in the pretended Character of the 
alone viſible Head of the Church, hath polluted the 
fanctuary of God, hath corrupted- the pure Religion 
of Chriſt with the moſt abſurd Doctrines, and the 
groſſeſt Mixtures of Heatheniſh Idolatry and Super- 
| fiction, To him agrees that Part of the Deſcription, 
4 2 | | 2 ver. 
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a) Veries 30. and 32. 
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der. 38. according to the Explication given of it by 
ſome celebrated Commentators, in bis Eftate full 
honour the God of Forces: Or, as they interprete it, 
Together with God in bis Seat ſhall he honour Protecs 
tors or Guardians; which is very fitly appli to 
the Antichriſtian Idolatry, of worſhipping Angel 
and Saints, and flying to them for Protection in Di. 
ſtreſs. This is He, who, on Pretence of maintaining 
the Religion of the merciful Jeſus, hath filled the 
Chriſtian World with Blood and Cruelty; perſecut- 
ing to Death thoſe who have dared to ſhake off his 
ſpiritual Tyranny, and to become Followers of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as their only Lord and Maſter, in Matters of 
Religion. 3 M er e eee 

What Reaſon have we, my Brethren, to bleſ 
God, for the happy Deliverance of theſe Lands from 
this Anti chriſtian Tyranny and Oppreſſion! With 
what Horror ſhould we look upon any Attempt to 
ubject us again to that cruel Yoke of Bondage, by 
impoſing upon us a Popiſ Government! © 

After the Deſcription given to Daniel of ſuch Times 
of Calamity and Oppreſſion, accompanied with the 
Treachery and Apoſtacy of falſe Brethren, theWords 
of my Text repreſent a moſt uſeful Purpoſe of ſuck 
Diſpenſations of Providence; Mam ſhall be purified; 
and made white, and tried. There is here a plain Al- 
luſion to the Effect of Fire upon Metals, which is £6 
ty and purify them; to diſtinguiſh true Gold or Sil- 
ver from baſer Metal, and to purify it from all re- 
maining Droſs. The like Effect have Times of pub- 
lick Danger and Calamity upon People; they put 
them to the Trial, and bring forth what is in them: 
They ſerve to diſtinguiſh the ſincerely Good from the 
falſe and hypocritical ; thoſe who are thoroughly eſta- 
bliſhed in good and reaſonable Principles of 9 
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ä (6) | 
which ſhow a Man always the fame, - from Men of 
po Principles, of wavering and unſtable Minds, who 
are ready to change Appearances with the Time:. 
They further ſetve to purify the ſincerely (00d from 
remaining Weakeneſſes and Imperfections, and to 
make them ſhine the brighter in the Glory of a ſted: 
faſt Goodneſs, and in more advanced Degrees of it. 
While the Good are thus diſtinguiſhed, and purified 
from remaining Pollutionsz the Wicked, who had 
formerly mingled with the Good, now throwing off 
the Mad of Goodneſs, ſhall appear in their proper 
Colours, by a Conduct ſuitable to their real Temper 
and Character: But the wicked ſhall do wickedly. I 
z added, and none of the wicked ſhall underſtand: 
Thoſe who are hardened in their ſinful Courſes, ſhall 
not have the Wiſdom to exerciſe due Conſideration 
under ſuch Diſpenſations of Providence, ſo as to im- 
prove them for their Correction and Reformation: 
But the wyiſe (hall underſtand; the men of wiſdom ſpall 
ſee God's name (a); thoſe of an underſtanding heart, 
whoſe Hearts are opened to embrace the Inſtructions 
of true religious Wiſdom, ſhall acknowledge the 
Hand of God in ſuch Diſpenſations, and improve 
theſe Trials for their further Advencroens' in Wik 
dom and Goodnels, 

Here it is repreſented as a Piece of true Wiſdom, 
to make ſuitable Obſervations and Reflections on the 
Conduct of Divine Providence, particularly in Times 
of Publict Diſtreſs, and to improve theſe for the Pur- 


pooſes of Religion and Virtue. This Piece of Wik 


dom we are called to exerciſe at this Time, under the 
Diſtreſs which our Country ſuffers, and the Danger 
* ms cur moſt are Aram . 
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nicious Deſign, have ſpread Confuſion over our whole 


=: 2 
Set of deſperate Men 28 taken up Arms 2950 
their Country, in order to overturn our happy Con- 
ſtitution, to ſet a Popiſh Pretender on the Throne, 
and thereby deprive us at once both of our Civil and 


Religious Liberties; Who, in purſuance of this per. 


Country, have committed moſt grievous 
have begun to ſheath their Swords in the Bowels of 
their Countrymen, and threaten us ſtill with —__ 
Bloodſhed and Devaſtation, 

To give Relief to our Minds in this me 
Situation, by leading us to a due Acknowl 
of a wiſe Divine Providence, in the uſeful Purpoſe for 
which theſe Things are ordered; and, at the ſame 
Time, to give us Inſtruction for our Conduct and 
Behaviour in theſe Circumſtances of Diſtreſs ; let us 
conſider the View in which they are repreſented in 


my Text, as of a thing, and conſequently, of a pri- 
D A OR; and made white 
trie | 


TIMES of Publick Diſtreſs befalling, or further 
threatening a Country, are moſt properly Times of 
Trial, They ſerve to diſcover Mens real Tempers 
and Characters: They give ſpecial Occaſion to any 
thing of true Worth and Strength of Mind to exert 
itſelf; and they bring forth the ſecret Corruptions 
of a bad Heart: They ſerve to diſtinguiſh real Good - 
neſs and Honeſty, which is always conſiſtent with it- 
ſelf, from falſe Fretences which have been taken up 
to ſerve the Times: They likewiſe try the Strength 
and Degrees of Mens Virtue, and diſcover the Weak- 
neſs and Impertection of their Character: The Con- 
ſequence of all which is, the further Purification and 
Improvement of the ſincerely Good, and making 
dem ſhine with greater Glory and Luftre, 1 gn 

gac 


ſuch Diſpens ons of Providence often rs 
in Scripture, with the ſame Alluſion — 
fal. Ixvi. 10, 11, and 1 Pet. i. 6, 7. In 
— Times of Diſtreſs, according t 
Views in which they caſt up tow, fir 
| „ Difizes of any bind, ervesto try the Strength of 
dur Minds, how far we are fortified in the Command 


Mind under — Loſſes, 1 
as z 1 — ofdels 


ure, amidſt outward Diſturbances 
it in theſe Circumſtances we can carry 
our Mi ſo far above the World, as to enjoy an 
Happineſs within ourſelves, in the Exerciſes and Re 
flections of a good Heart, in the Pleaſures of devout 
Meditation, in the Satisfactions of a good Conſcience, 
in the joyful Senſe of the Favour of God. 
2. Times of Diftreſs ſerve to try our Faith in God 
and Love to him, While all things about us are 
quite agreeable, we may find no Difficulty in main- 
taining the Faith of a wiſe and good Diſpoſer of 
all Things: While it is well with our ſelves, we 
may eaſily believe that all is happily-ordered ; and 
can argue with great Satisfaction concerning Troubles 
at a Diſtance from us, that in theſe the beſt Pur: 
ved ; that they — 


poſes are moſt effeftually 
ceſſary Parts of a wiſe — and 
| juſtly to be acquieſced in as the Determinations of 
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infinite Wiſdom. While we immediatly enjoy the 
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Senſe of Gratitude, we muſt readily feel ſome Sen 
timents of Love and Affection toward our ſupreme 
Benefattor; - But when Trouble aud Diſtreſs actu- 
aly comes upon us, then we are put to the Trial, 
how far the Faith of a good and wiſe Being order- 
ing the Affairs of the World --- hath taken thorough 
Poſſeſſion of our Hearts, and is eſtabliſhed in us; 
it we can ſtill maintain the ſame good Thoughts 
of God, and remain firmly perſuaded, while Clouds 
and darkneſs are round about 1 that rigbteouſneſs 
ond judgment are ever the habitation of his Throne( a), 
If our Faith of Divine Things is ſo fixed and pre- 
railing in us, that we can effectually apply the Con- 
ſolations of Religion and Chtiſtianity for Sup- 
porting us in our Diſtreſſes. When Dangers ate 
near, and ſurround us on all Hands, then it ap- 
pears what Length our Truſt and Confidence in 
God can go; If we can. maintain this with that 
Stedfaſtneſs which Fob expreſſes, Tho" he flay me 
yt will I truſt in him (9. our Love to God is 
then tried, how far it hath” obtained the Command 
of our Hearts, ſo as to diſpoſe us to take the worſt 


of his innumerable Favours, can reconcile our 
Minds to Afflictions diſpenſed by him, and make 
u feel the Force of that Sentiment, Shall we re- 
(ive good at the hand of God, and ſhall we not receive e- 
w? (e) If our — to God is ſtrong enough to bear 
us out in a patient Submiſſion to whatever Hard- 
ſhips he is pleaſed to lay us, ſaying with an 
e rage hg * It is _ 
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Things in good part from his Hand; If the Senſe 
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Lord, let him do what ſeemeth bim good ( a) ; Father, wt 
m will, but thine be done (). 
3. Times of General Diftreſs or Danger, ſerve to 
try the Sincerity and Strength of Men's Friendſhip, 
Selfiſh People, who, in I imes of general Peace and 
' Proſperity, could eaſily carry on an Appearance 
of Friendſhip, and exerciſe this in many Inſtance, 
while their own Intereſts. were in no Danger; ſuch, 
when general Diſtreſs comes or Danger threatens 
are wholly taken up in ſecuring and providing fa 
themſelves, and find no Place in their Thoughy 
for the Concerns of others. Whereas thoſe of i 
real good Heart are never ſo much ſwallowed up 
in their own particular Concerns, in Times of the 
greateſt Danger and Diſtreſs, as not to bear a friend 
.ly Part with others: The Senſe of common Cal 
mity awakens their Friendſhip. the more; and, 
in the Exerciſe of this, in Acts of Compaſſion and 
Sympathy with others, do they find their om 
greateſt Relief, . 55 e Srarpabt 
43. When we meet with Trouble and Difturbanc 
from the Hands * when we ſuffer by ther 
Oppreſſion and Violence, this ſerves particularly 
to try the Strength of our Humanity, and how far 
the generous Principles of Chriſtianity prevail with 
us, ſo as to bear down fierce Reſentment + How 
far we are able to preſerve our Minds from being 
overcome of evil (c), and to maintain a patient and for 
giving Temper of Mind towards our Enemies, and 
thus to triumph over their Wickedneſs and Ilinature. 
35. When we areparticularly expoſed to Hai 
| ſhips and Perſecutions in a fledfaft. Adberence to Trub 
and Goodneſs, and in following the juſt 1 
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Reaſon and Conſcience, this proves a Kenn Frial to 
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be Sincerity and Strength of our Virtue. Many 
'e 10 »ho have heard _ nag 54 (a), who how 
hip. Wi {ct an Impreſſion of Divine Truths, and ha 

and BY for a Time been ſomewhat influenced by r in 
ance Bi their Practice, when tribulation or perſecution. aris. 
ces, Bi [tb becauſe of the word, on Account of true Reli--- 
uch, gon, are by and by offended, and make ſhipwreck of 
ten {ith and à good conſtience. Then is the Time for us, 
b to ſhew whether our Appearances of Goodneſs 
ghv BY have been any more than a Matter of Conveniency, 
of rich us, which muſt yield to the different Turns 


of our worldly Intereſt; If Religion hath truly. 
taken Poſſeſſion of our Hearts, and is become a 
commanding Principle within us: How far the 
Lore of Truth and Goodneſs prevails with us; If 

Conſcience and Honeſty can have Force enough to 

overcome the Intereſts and Terrors of this World; 

If a Regard to God, if the Faith of Things future 

and inviſible, hath fuch Command over us, as to 

conquer the Fear · of Men and of all the external 

Evils they can inflict. When the Principles we 

have profeſſed in a Time of Eaſe and Tranquil, 

are like to lead us into Danger, or to expo 
laconveniences, this puts the Soundneſs of — ke 
to the Trial; whether or not we are ſettled in our 

Principles upon reaſonable Grounds, and have the 

Honeſty of Heart to follow them ſredfaſtly 1 in My 

Practice, at all Hazards, 

6. When the Intereſls of the Publick ſuffer, or are in 
Danger, when its valuable Concerns, Sacred and 
Civil, are threatned ; this ſerves to try the Sincerity 
and Strength of Mn Publick Affection; how 
they are 5 to hom this, by exerting e 
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taining and. defending it: Or if they 


1 0 1 
ſelves vigorouſly, and $91 all Hazards of Lik 


and Fortune in the publick Cauſe : Whether thei 
former Pretences of Zeal for publick Intereſt have 
been any more than Words, or artful Methods to 
raiſe themſelves, or carry on the Deſigns of Fac. 
tion; whether all their former zealous Appearar 
ces for Liberty, have been meant to help for 
the ſecret Plots and Contrivances of the Enemies 
of their Country, whom they are ready to join 
with more openly, whenever their Deſigns are ripe 


for Execution: Or if an honeſt Concern for ſecur- 
ing the Liberties of their Country, will now ap 


pear with double Warmth for the Preſervation of 
them, when threatned with immediate and utter 
Deſtruction. When the Intereſts of true Religion 


are in Danger, when Attempts are made by the 
Enemies both of the Civil and Religious Liberties 
of Mankind, which, if they ſucceed, muſt iſſue 


in the Subverſion of the free Proſeſſion of true 


| Religion, as well as of the other valuable Intereſt 


of a Nation ; This puts Men to the Trial, how 


far their Religion is dear to them, how far they 


are diſpoſed to remain firm and reſolute in main. 
hold ther 
Religion cheap; are ready, for the Sake of ſome 
apprehended worldly Intereſt, ' or for gratifying 


- Tome particular Humour, to let their Religion take 

its Chance; and can eafily be ſoothed into the Belief 
of its being in no Danger, in Oppoſition to al 
- Iikelihood and the ſtrongeſt Degree of Probability. 


Such Times give Occaſion to ſhew, whether Mens 
Publick Spirit is of the right Kind, ſuch as regard 
the real and ſubftantial Intereſts of their Country 
There is a certain Kind of it, which leads People w 


prefer a whimſical and imaginary Glory of ther 
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make a Nation happy. under what 


613˙) 
Country, to the moſt li publick A 
remarkable Inſtance of this we have in the cople of 
jael (a), who, weary: of the Liberty and Happinets 
they enjoyed under that Government which God 
himſelf had inſtituted, wanted to have the Glory 
of an abſolute Monarch at their Head, like the, Ne- 


they had been divinely wa | that he would make 
himſelf rich and great at their Expence. The LR 


whimſical Country-Spirit appears remar 
at this Day, who would prfer l Race of Bras rana, 


whom they 7 to m own 
Country, 71 de. So „eo the En. 
joyment of , the free Exerciſe of 


which can 


inoleady 
call a foreign Uſurpation :1 This is the Name they pre: 


Ty Pic mild, ele Ws” 


their Religion, — al . Bleſngs 


they 2 our happy. — Ar! from » Popery 
4 


Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, brought abou 
that glorious Inſtrument of Providence, h 
called over to our Relief, by the E Voice 
the Nation groaning under 3 
py Situation following upon this, and the 35 
tial Bleſſings of a free Government which we now 
enjoy, they would needs exchange for an imaginary 
Honour of their Country, to be ruled by what they 
call their natural Prince, that is, one who claims 
them as his abſolute, indefeaſible Property; thoꝰ the 
2 uence of this would be to render the Nation 

y 1 ann. wm in — 4 the 
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ed Antiquity, of a pretended ancient Race of Kings, 
or if it is a Spirit enlivened with à juſt Senſe of 
Publick. Intereſt, and may be depended on for ſub- 
ſtantial Service to their COuntr © © 
- 7: fn the 27 Place, Is fuch @ Time of Difireſ a 
we now ſuffer, _—— of Men are combined to- 
her, to carry on the moſt pernicious Deſign againſt 
| Er Gar, Its Confiitiich and * 
moſt important Concerns; there are ſpecial Cir- 
cumſtance of Trial which Some will be expoſed'to 
beyond Others. Particular Connections of Intereſt, 
Relation, Friendſhip, or Dependence, with thoſe 
who are engaged in the wicked Attempt, the Force 
of their Perſuaſions, the Influence of their Example 
theſe are ſpecial Trials of a Man's Firmneſs and Con- 
ſtancy of Mind. Such Enticements are apt to pre- 
vail on Men, either to join altogether in the rebel 
Hows Enterprize, or at leaſt to think favourably of it, 
io far to embrace the corrupt laviſh Principles which 
ſupport the Cauſe, as to argue in Defence of it, and 
eavour to make Proſelytes to it, and prepare 0- 
thers for receiving the fatal Change intended. 
In all theſe Reſpects are Times of publick Diſtreß 
and Danger, Times of Trial. To purſue this View 
1 them further, in the Conſequences of ſuch a Trial; 
It ſerves, 8 | 
I. To diſcover Men to the World, to make 
them appear in their true Colours, to lay open theit 
real Tempers and Characters, to the Obſervation of 
Mankind. And this- is of great Uſe to Make 
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I: makes Way for diſtinguiſhing - fincere-Goodnefhi 
with its due Reward of Praiſe and Honour froaxthe 
World ; and for excluding bad Men, when thus dif 
covered, from ſharing any longer in this proper Ree 
ward of Goodneſs, by the Help of a ſpecious Ap- 
pearance of it. It makes Way for the Juſtice: of 
Mankind, in rewarding true Virtue with due Marks 
of Eſteem, and puniſhing; real Vice with Oon | 
So far as Men are brought to a juſt Diſcovery, this 
puts a Stop to the deceitful Arts of bad Men, to 
the further carrying on of their wicked, ſelfiſh; and 
ambitious Deſigns, under an bypocritical Diſguiſe. 
It enables & to diſtinguiſn who. are worthy of rhe 
Truſt and Confidence of Mankind ; who deſerve to 
have their valuable and important Intereſts commit- 
ted to them, and may be depended: on henceſorth, 
as thorough and ſtedfaſt Friends to a publick Inte- 
reſt, It gives us Opportunity of diſtinguiſhing wick 
greater Certainty, whom we may rely on as ſincere 
and faithful Friends, who will ſtand by us in-every 
Change of Circumſtances, will love at all times, and 
ſhew themſelves born for | adver/ity (a). As it gives 
thoſe of true and honeſt Hearts a more perfect Know- 
ledge of one another, it makes way for their en- 
joying one another's Friendſhip and Society with 
greater Satisfaction. Si ee ak 
2. Such Times of Trial ſerve to diſcover us to 
ourſelves. And this is of the greateſt Importance: 
The whole Art of true Wiſdom and V irtue, the Be- 
ginning and Progreſs of it, our continued Improve- 
ment in it, depends on knowing ourſelves. - This ne- 
ceſſary Piece of Knowledge is beſt promoted by the 
Trial of Adverſity. While we are in eaſy Circum: 
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ſtances, ve can hardly judge, how far the Principle 
of Goodneſs prevail with us, what Degrees of Strength 
they have acquired 3; there may be Weakneſſes and 
. ions in 3 we _ obſerve; for 
ant of a proper Opportunity of ſhewing them to 
us: There may be Seeds of bad Paſſions lurking 
_ within us, till we meet with ſomething to awaken 
them. When therefore we meet with the Trial of 
ſevere and t ing Diſpenſations of Providence, 
and are ſet to act our Parts in theſe ; this gives us 
Occaſion to know ourſelves more thoroughly, what 
Command we really have of our own Temper. 
When we are expoſed to Hardſhips and Sufferings in 
the Cauſe of Trath, Goodneß and Honeſty, or in 
adhering to the publick Intereſt, then we come to 
know by Experiment the Strength, and che Weaknels 
of our Minds. If the Trial ſhews us in a favourable 
Light, as maintaining our Ground, and conquering 
Difficulties and Temptations ; this makes Way for 
the greateſt Joy and Satisfaction, in the approving 
Teſtimony of our own Hearts, concerning out 
Bravery and Conſtancy, and the Reality and Strengrh 
of good Principles in us. If we diſcover Inſtances 
of Weakneſs and Imperfection, this makes Way 
for correcting them, for ſtrengthning what is weak, 
for attending more carefully to ourſelves in thoſe 
Inſtances where we are moſt apt to give way, and 
fortifying ourſelves with new Reſolution. And thus, 


3. The Good —— from the Bad, 
are at the ſame Time further purified and improved, 
and made to ſhine with greater Glory and Luſtre. 


Getting into a more h Knowledge of them - 
ſelves, they are put upon further correcting and im- 
proving their in ward Temper, ſubduing their fe- 
maining bad Paſſions, and cultivating all good Prin- 
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aples in themſelves to a greater Degree of Strength, 
and 2 more uniform Command in their Souls. Such 
Trials giving ſpecial Exerciſe to their Virtue, do by 
this Means contribute to the further Improvement 
f it. Their Faith, their Love to God and 'Good- 
ne6, their Concern for the Intereſts of Mankind. 
their Zeal for an honeſt Cauſe, being ſpecially ex- 
wiſed by Oppoſition and Danger, gather Strength, 
nd become more prevailing," ſo as to be more re- 
narkably fruitful in. all the Beauties of an holy and 
ukful Life, Their Goodneſs diſplay'd in theſe. Cir- 
cumſtances, and receiving further Improvement, 
becomes more remarkable, both in the inward : - 
S:nſe of their own Minds, and in, the View of the 
World, Their Patience and Fortitude, . Virtues 
ich there was hardly Place for exerciſing in eaſy 
and proſperous Times, come to ſhine forth in Ad- 
verſity. The Strength and Influence of all religi- 
o Principles in them becomes moſt conſpicuous,” . 
etabliſhing them in a patient Submiſſion to Divine 
Providence in its hardeſt Diſpenſations; quieting 
ind compoſing their Minds, and diſcovering a. - 
WI Chcarfulneſs and Serenity in their Behaviour, amidſt 
vaward Diſturbances and Alarms. They become 
glorious by their Bravery and Stedfaſtneſs, in main-- 
lining the Cauſe of Truth and Goodneſs, in Oppo- 
lion to the Terrors of this World; in adhering to 
lic valuable Intereſts of the Publick, whatever Hard- 
hips befal them, or Dangers threaten them in this 
worthy Courſe, While others give Way, and are over- 
dome by theſe Trials, this makes the Glory of thoſe - 
*ho maintain their Integrity the more conſpicuous : 
lt ſers forth their Strength and Conſtancy of Mind 
the more, in ſtanding out againſt the A. of 

Examples, joined kay the other Temptations 
of 


; (: 18 3 5 
of ſuch. Seer Being further 
the remaining Blemiſhes and pe of th 
Character, they come to ſhine with more ſp 
B and Beauty, like Gold refined from all 
Thus 1 have endeavour'd to illuſtrate the Yo) 
© which Times of Publick Danger and Calamity are rep 
Ccnted in my Ter, as of a . hs, conſequent 
of a Purif) ing Nature. ons : wy 


WHAT hath been faid, ſerves OP lad ui 1 
a ſuitable Acknowledgment of the Wiſdom of Pi Vert 
dence in ſuch Diſpenſations, 2. To give us Inſtrud 
on concerning our Behaviour in theſe Circumſtana cc 
ad the uſeful Improvement we are to make of the 

© Firſt, Let us be led by what hath been Kid 7.3 
ſuitable Acknowledgment of = Wiſdom of Pron 
dence in ſuch Diſpenſations. are ordered 
* an infit.itclv wiſe God, for the W ab fort 
Trial of Virtue, to diſtin guiſh the Good from i 
Bad, and deliver the Warld from the Miſchicl 
'2 deceitful Mask of Goodneſs ; to refine and i 
prove the Virtues of the Good to make Vim 
thine the brighter, and conſequently to recommaſ cod 
it the more to the Eſteem and Affections of Me 
Outward Diſtreſſes are employed by infinite Wile dot 
to advance the Beauty and Perfection of the n 
World: The Wickedneſs of Men, exerciſed in A 
of Wolence and Oppreſſiop, and in diſturbing i 
| pick Peace, isover-ruled, contrary to their Int 

tion, into a Subſerviency to the Purpoſes of Good 
ness, and the greateſt Intereſt of good Men, the 
further Amendment and Progreſs nr? Perfection, 
an hath i in n 
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work upon them, in ci Ring what is amiſs. in 
them, and exerciſing their Faith and Virtue in order 
t their Improvement, he will chen further maintain 
the Cauſe of Righteoulnels, by puniſbing the ſtaut Heart 
of their inſolent Oppreſſours (a). The Sufferings and 
perſecutions of the Good, are made the Means of ad- 
cing the general Intereſts of Religion and Vir- 
e in the World, by diſplaying the Power and hap- 
Influence of religious Principles, in overcoming. 
ward Hardſhips, and railing the Mind above 
mem; by ſetting forth the Beauty and Glory of 
Virtue to greater Advantage, as acting its Part in 
ircumſtances of Diſtreſs ; and ſo recommending it 
o the Hearts of Men. And this happy Effect of 
lffering bravely in the Cauſe of Righteouſneſs, hath 


100 been found to 95 farther, than any Influence the 
ed Dread of ſuch Suffering hath had to prejudice Men 
x -2ainſt rhe Cauſe, or to make many of its ſeeming 
95 Friends fall off from it. Times of Perſecution, 


tho“ they have proved a Stumbling- block to many, 
tave, in the Main, promoted the Intereſts of Truth 
ind Righteouſneſs, So much does an infinitely wiſe 
God bring Good out of Evil ! Surely the wrath of man 
Anm ns 
In theſe ſevere Diſpenſations then, ſerving ſuch 
nluable Purpoſes, let us acknowledge the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of Divine Providence; let us be ſo 
juſt as to maintain the beſt Thoughts of the ſupreme + 
Diſpoſer of all Things, to keep up the conſtant Ex- 
ercile of Love to him, an entire Submiſſion and Re- 
henation to his Will, all whoſe Works are done in 
Truth and Righteouſneſs z let us' ſteadily truſt in 
vim, tor an happy Iſſue of the worſt Things we — 
| an 
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(4) Uas x. 18. (6) Pad. Nai. 10, 


and meet with, and patiently wait for it, If 
Troubles are not brought to fo ſpeedy a Concluſia 
as we have wiſhed and hoped for, let it fatisfy u 
That the Purpoſes of infinite Wiſdom, in ordering 


theſe Things, are nor yet fully accompliſhed ; and 


that when theſe are ſufficiently anſwered, he wil 
ſettle all Commotions, and finiſh his own Work in 
due Time, and in the beſt and happieſt Manne, 
Let us wait on the Lord, and keep his way (a). 7; 
Secondly, This View in which. Times of publick 
Diſtreſs have been conſidered, gives us Inſtruftia 
concerning our Behaviour in theſe Circumſtanca 
and the uteful Improvement we are to make of them 
If we are poſſeſſed of any thing of true Wont, 
let us be concerned to act our. Parts well in thet 
Times of Trial: Let us improve to proper Purpok 
the Diſcoveries they ſerve to make: That fo, by 1 
right Behaviour in theſe Circumſtances, and a mit 
| " Improvement of them, we may come to ſhine in the 
Glory of a ſtedfaſt and more exalted Virtue, _ 
1. Let us be concerned to act our Parts well, and 
to remain conſtant in theſe Times of Trial. Let u 
endeavour to maintain a reaſonable Compoſure d 
Mind amidſt all our outward Diſturbances ; notto 
ſuffer our Spirits to ſink z not to be overcome with 
Perplexity, with anxious Cares and fearful App 
henſions, with unchriſtian Reſentment againſt 
immediate Authors of our Sufferings. Let us bt 
careful to maintain a firm and unſhaken Faith 1 
God and Love to him, to hold faſt our Integriff 
and not to let it go, to adhere to our haneſt Fi 
ciples inviolably, whatever Dangers and Income 
niencies this may expoſe us to, And as the 7 
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| r . 
State of Affairs is more particularly a Trial of our 
Public Virtue; let us, in a ſpecial. Manner, have it 
at Heart to be true and faithful to our Country, to 
the Church of God, and to our Poſterity; whatever 
Difficulties we have to ſtruggle with. Let us all, 
in our ſeveral Stations, ſhew a becoming Zeal and 
Stedfaſtneſs, in Support of our happy Conſtitution, 
the Government under which yo Fa enjoyed io 
many Bleſſings, our Religion, our Laws and Liber- 
tics, againſt the Dangers which now threaten them, 
and whatever perſonal Hazards we may incur, 
Bat it will be alledged, that in all this we ſet up 
a Shew of publick Good, and of the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion, in which Right and Juſtice are facrificed ; 
which can never be a proper Scene for diſplaying 
Chriſtian Magnanimity, and a true publick Spirit 
amidſt Trials: That the Trial of Virtue is on the 
other Side, where Men expoſe their Lives and For- 
tunes in ſupport of a Point of Right, as is pretend- 
ed, for reſtoring a Family to their Right which 
they have been unjuſtly deprived of. Concerning 


this, our Conſciences have of late been applied to, 


with ſtrong Words inſtead of Argument, unleſs we 
will take that as an Argument to be told yery con- 
tidently, that this Right is as clear as Noon-day, that 


ve are certainly in our Conſciences and ſecret Thoughts, 


comvinced of it, that every wiſe and unprejudiced Man 


is in bis own Mind well ſatisfied of it. And what is 
this Right ſo extremely clear and ſelf-evident, carry- 


ing ſuch irreſiſtible Conviction along with it? A 
Right in a Man to poſſeſs a Nation, a large Body of 


Mankind, as his Property, as abſolutely his as his 


Cattle; a Right to diſpoſe of the one, in as abſq- 


Jute and incontrolable a Manner as the other; a 


Right which he can never forfeit by the worſt U- 


Age of them, and which, muſf deſcend from him b 
His Heirs as their natural Inheritance, unalienable on 
any Account whatever. This hath been dignified 
_ with the Name of a Divine Right, eſtabliſhed by God 

. . FIRED 
But, my Brethren, let not Words impoſe upon 
du; conſult your Bibles, and judge for yourſelves. 
4 dare appeal to thoſe who are beſt acquainted with 

the holy Scriptures, and have ſtudied them moſt im- 
— if they can diſcover there the ſmalleſt 

oundation for ſuch a Right; if they can find any 
Paſſage in them, from Beginning to End, that ſo 
much as eſtabliſhes one Form of Civil Government 
' as univerſally preferable to all others; much leſs de- 
ſends fo far as to determine the Right of Succeſſion 
in Kingly Government, In the Government of the 


# 
; 7 


Jews, which was conducted by an immediate di- 


vine Interpoſition, do we not find a Change made 
from one Form to another? And indeed, fo far 
is there from being any thing which favours a divine 
Right of one Man to govern by his ſingle Will, 
that their firſt Inſtitution of Government, which 
God appears to have made Choice of as beſt for 
that People, was much of a Republican Form, faving 
that himſelf was in an extraordinary Manner 
their King: And when they themſelves would needs 
have a king to judge them like all the nations (a), that 
is, an abſolute Monarch, as appears from the De- 
ſcription given of him; it is repreſented that God, 
provoked by their unreaſonable Importunity, and 
the Ingratitude they ſhewed to him in the Demand, 
gave them a king in his anger (5). When rhus they 
came to be governed by Kings, we ſee that, in the 
| | | 5 


c 


— — — 
— — 


(4) x Sam, viii. (6) Hol. xiii, 11, 


WW 0*-.- cl . * 2 * _ . . (<P * . an” wu.” M9 >? Ws ls ww . i” a, fo * n 


* 


ne : 


V << TS ” » ww 


COU ARMEAEP poeGCTOODTHaDraeogpyt ig es. 


23) 5 
whole Courſe of ad which was ſtill directed by 
God, no Regard was had to the ſuppoſed — 
Primogeniture, none of them being ſo m 
the eldeſt Tribe: And after Saul their 
who was of the youngeſt of the Tribes. 
lineal Succeſſion 2 2 parted 7255 both 

Inſtances; t gdom g ether < 
uy Saut's I to Dauid, of, che Tribe of Judab. 


2 
When the Apoſtle N to be fub- | 
jeft to the s ers, declaring that there is 0 Power, 
ju of Gad,that the Powers that be are ordgined of God (a) x 
you may oblerve in the firſt Place, that he cannot be = 
underſtood to eſtabliſh a peculiar divine Right, in tko 
Form of Government which then took Place among 
the Romans ; as if he would give ſuch a Sanction 
that violent Ulurpation upon the Roman Liberties, 
which introduced the Reign of che Emperor: His - 
Expreſſions reſpect no peculiar Iaſtitution or Set f 
Magiſtrates 3, and we may be perſuaded that, had 
the Commonwealth ill ſabliſted, he would have lad 
the ſame Things, and given the ſame Directiona. Jn 
the ſecond Place, you will obſerve that, in theſe Ex- 
hortations of Obedience and Submiſſion to Civil 
Governors, he plainly refers to the Ends of their 
Fade and ſuppoſes. - to act agreeable to theſe; ag 
determining the Grounds and Meaſures of that Qbedi- 
ence 5 vga Submiſſion they are intitled to (b) : For ru- 
lers, ſay e, are nat a terror to good works, but to the evils” 
Wilt thou then not be gra of he Power ? Do that which, 


is good, and thou fbalt bave 15 1 2 


** 
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be is the minifter-of God to thee for goed: But if this 
© tht which is wi, e e fav" be' Grader 
the *feword in vain ; For be is the miniſter of God, « 
revenger,. to execute wrath on him that doeth eul: 
„ for theſe Reaſons, and u this Bot. 
tom, ye muſt needs be ſubjet# not only for wrath, but 
alſo for conſeience ſake. This does by no means take 
away from People a Re to vindicate their Li- 
bertics, in Oppoſition to Tyranny; as a Tyrant can- 
not be faid to at the Part of a miniſter of Cod to 
others for good ; but is quite the Reverſe of the Cha- 
rafter here deſcribed, being v terror in gd wort, 
and not to the evil, © 
As this pretended Divine Right t People a 3 
| Marys abſo 9. 4 Right of kicteeditig 
Government, as a Perſon's natural Inheritance which 
can on no Account be alienated, has not the feaſt 
Foundation in Scripture; ſo it is in itſelf moſt abſurd 
and unreaſonable. That an Office, the Office of G- 
vernment, which is of the greateſt Importance, on 
the right Management of which depends the Wel- 
fare of a whole Nation, and the moſt valuable Inte- 
reſts of Mankind in this World; that this ſhould | 
be conſidered as a Man's Eſtate, an Eſtate too which 
he can never forfeit on any Account, an Inheritance 
to be tranſmitted from Father to Son, which one 
hath an bereditery Right of ſucceeding to, walter 
however diſqualified be may be for the Office, and for 
anſwering the Ends of it : That the good God, the 
merciful Parent of Mankind, ſhould” have given 2 
Man an abſolute Right to diſpoſe of his Fellow: 
creatures, of their Lives and Fortunes, as he pleaſes; 
ſhould have condemned a whole Nation to an uni- 
mited Subjection to the arbitrary Will of one Man 
—B RET ATT IS 
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continued Succeſſion of it. What is this 
but, in Effect, to make God himſelf the Patron of 
a] and unalterable Tyranny? - ef 
In oppoſition to ſuch a pretended Right, which 
s equally without Foundation in Scripture and ab- 
furd in itſelf, che Cauſe we have to maintain is 
that of the natural Rights of Mankind, aſſerted by 
our ious Revolution, which is now arrai as 
Rebellion, and attempted to be overturned 3 The 
Right Mankind naturally have, to defend their Lives 
and Properties againſt Tyranny and Oppreſſion, ſuch 
u our Fathers had to ſtruggle with in former Reigns z 
The natural Right of a Nation to ſhake off Tyran- 
ny, and to eſtabliſh to themſelves a» free Govern- 
ment: It is the Cauſe of Liberty, ſecured by a {- 
gal Government; a Government of ſeitled Laws, and 
not of arbitrary Will, where the Safety of the People 
IS determined to be the ſupreme Law; and the End - 
of the Government itſalf ; the Rights of Sovereigney, 
and the Succeſſion to the Crown, eſtabliſhed in ſuch 
2 Way, as at the ſame Time equally eſtabliſhes be 
Right of the People to be protected in all their va- 
luable Intereſts, Civil 1 Such is the 
happy Government under which we have lived. It 
v further the Cauſe of true Religion, of pure and ge- 
muine Chriſtianity, reformed from the Cotruptions of 
Popiſh Superſtition and Idolatry ; our religious Li- 
berties, in oppoſitien to Popiſh Tyranny- over the 
Faith and Conſiences of Men ; theſe ineftimable 


Bleſſings ſecured by a Proteſtane Government, the 
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only Way in which the 
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on of it, as well as of the 
Cauſe of Mankind, of National Fuftice and Right, of 


| + their Arts, nor their Violence, ever prevail with u 


W X 


tain in oppoſition to a Popi 


long we may continue ſo, and whether we may not 
again ſuffer the like Diſturbance. The Arts of ſome 


Rebellion in People, ever to have vindicated their L- 


— contrary; his 
ons, ** utterly null and void, of no Force or Off 


„ 


_ 
Thus far I thought it of Importance to Hen, 
that there is nGt the leaſt Reaſon for any hoe 
Mind to doubt, on which Side the Trial e Views 
lyes at this Time; that the Cauſe we have to main 
Pretender and «his 
Abettors, has every Thing which ſhould juſtly re 
commend it, and engage our moſt firm Adherence 
to it; that it is a righteous Cauſe in the Foundati 


greateſt Importance; the 


true Religion and Liberty; juſtly to e on 
all Accounts, tbe Cauſe of GO. 

 Warmed with the Glorious Cauſe, beds Rand on 
Ground againſt all the Arts and Violence of our E 
nemies. Their Violence, we in this City have been 
happily free of for ſome Time: God hon 


of them we are ſtill expoſed to. But let neither 


to ahandon of our ray tn 
to favour the e 155 1 
Fo iſh Government. wp 

| no ſpecious Promiſes ever delude un. ite n 
Expectation of having our Liberties preſerved, by 
one who claims us as his rightful Slaves, and declares it 


berties againſt the moſt tyrannical Government, Let 
us never be amuſed with Promiſes of having our 
Religion ſecured, by one brought up in Enmity to 
it, obliged by his profeſſed Princi to extirpate 

it on Pain of Damnation, and to keep no Faith to 
Devotion to the See of 
Name obliging him to hold all Promiſes or Stipul- 
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«cation. frum the Beginning, when they are pre- 
6 Edicial in apy. Manner gy (what is called 
« the Catholick Faith, to the Salvation of Souls, 
(which, is. maintained to be only in the Church of 
Kome ) to the Authority and Juriſdiction of the 
* Church, or c any of ber Rights whatſoever ; even 
tho ſuch Engagements have been often ratified and 
* confirm'd by Oath F. This hath been e | 
c operas 
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their Churches ate reſtore to them, and the free Exerciſe of 
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5. and Voltasr's 


Concerning this Tranſaction the above Clement, Wii 
tg to the Emperor Charles VI, hath theſe Words, which 
I ſhall ſer down as quoted in the Act Eredir. Lypfiiv for 
1727, pag. 199. *© Majeſtati tuz per præſentes denuntia 
* ac infimul tradita nobis abOmnipotente Deo authoritate decla · 
* ramus, prænarratas dicti tractatus Altranſtadenlis paRiones; 
© cæxteraq; in co contenta, quæ Catholieæ fidei, Divino cultui; 
* animorum ſaluti, Eccleſiæq;ʒ authoritati, juriſdictioni, luberta 
*'ri ac juribus quibuſcunq; quomodolibet officiunt, cum 
omnibus & ſingulis inde ſecutis & qua ndocunq; ſecu- 
_ * ruris,---ipſo jure, nulla, irrita, invalida, injuſta, reprobata, 
© * inania, viribuſq; be effcQu penitus ac omnino vacua, ab 
2 - initio fuiſſe, & elle, ac perpetuo fore, neminemqz ad 


orum ſeu cujuslibet illorum, etiamſi pluties ratificats, 
* ac juramento vallata fint, obſetvantiam teneri. “ | 1 
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ſtants, in this and other Nations, that the moſt er 
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the Biſhop of Baſil. with the Proteſtant 


, * 


clared of very late Years, in E Inſtances, by die 
pretended infallible Head of that Church, to whok 
Authority all her Members are bound to ſubmit; 
And if is obſervable, theſe Declarations are made by 
one of the beſt and wiſeſt of all their Popes,” and 
the moſt remarkable for his Moderation. S0 little 


Place is there, for inſinuating this to be a falſe Chi 


againſt the Church of Rome, as is done by ſome, 
who would have us deal gently with her at this Time 
for their Sakes (a). And, that we may not- truſt in 
the preſent. Caſe, to ſome Men's being better thun 
their Principles would lead them to be; the per 
nicious Ai ee always _ reduced to Prae 
tice, whenever there was a fair Opportunity: It 
hath been felt by the conſtant Experience of Prate 


preſs Laws, the moſt repeated Promiſes and Decks 
rations, have proved no Security to the Proteſtant 
Religion under a Popiſh Prince: Never was then 
an Inſtance of Proteſtants enjoying their Religi- 


on ſecurely in this Situation, for any Time, w 
: without ſtrong Attempts at leaſt ta deſtroy it, 


| 8 
* . 


* „ ** 8 


In like Manner, concerning certain Stipulations made by 
| ents at, Bern, in 
the Year 1711, the fame Pape pronounces “ Ea omnia n 
$ la & invalida, nullius roboris aut momenti, neq; Epiſco- 
cc pum aut alium quempiam ad illorum ſcu cujuslibet illo- 
tc rum, etiamſi ratiſicata & juramento firmara fint, oblervan 
<« tiam teneri.” Epil. c Brev. Tam. 2. p. 140.48 quoted in the 
ſame Place of the At. . +4 
Another Decree of his to the ſame Purpoſe in another In 
ſtance, together with other evident Pfoofs of its * an 
avowed Principle of the Church ef Rome, not to keep Faith 
with Hereticks, the Reader may lee in a fifth Leeter takes 
from the General Evyening-Poſt, now publtheds 


(a) 2 Sam. xviii. Fo 
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which have been more or leſs executed, according as 
Circumſtances favoured. Nor can it make us ſecuro 
under the Government of one brought up in the 
Church of Rome, tho? we ſhould ſuppoſe him indif- 
ferent as to Religion of any kind, on its own A- 
count. One of this Character, having his Intereſts 

ing on the Power of R — — 1 
ls capable of employing a Pretence of Religion ant 
£21 for the Carholick ee > ge Eagine of 
State, to promote his on ' ambitious tyrannical 
Deſigns ; and it is well known+ that mere political 
Bigots, who have had no Religion at Bottom, have. 
very commonly been the moſt zealous; and diſpoſed. 
to ſtick at nothing, in carrying on the wicked Schemes 
of a worldly Policy under a religious Pretence ; and 
have in this Way become the: moſt: cruel Perſe- 
můnmgm We RA m UK e OT 

What I have now faid,: gives me Occaſion to ad- 
viſe you further, not to ſuffer-your Teal for tha 
Proteſtant Religion, and for its Security under aro- 
teſtant Government, to be cooled, by any little At- 
tempts which now ſeem to be made, to reconeile 
Men's Minds to Popery, and to make the Abſurdi- 
ties of it appear leſs conſiderable than they have oom - 
monly been thought. Let not ſuch Arts carry off 

Attention from that Character of , where- 
tp is diſtinguiſhed from any _ which can be 
charged as abſurd, on any Form of Religion pro- 
feſſed among Proteſtants z that it authorizes Cruelty 
and Perſecution for Conſcience-ſake ; obliges. to the 
Extirpation of Hereticks, i. e. Proteſtants, by. Fire 
and Sword, and to break Faith with them whenever 
the Intereſts of the Church of Nome require it; 
Things which make Popery, in its own Nature, de. 
ſructive to human Society, and the Profeſlion of it 


this wicked Combination, or 
-favourably-of it. Thou halt un 
— Fs he Let us not be moved 
ee — ee ES 
wich. In ſuch Times as theſe, we may juſtly: aps 
Ny the Comfort of our Saviour's Wards, Bleſſed art 
ben men ſhall revile you and per ſecute you, und ſhall 
—— of evil againſt: yau faſſely (b. In ſhon, 
we may at any time incur fromthe 
= 
_ to. give up with the worthy Cauſe for which we ap 
pear. | Be not afraid of them that till the body, an 
have n wore that they tan da (c): Their Ma- 
lice eannot reach to another World, nor ern 
eternal :lacereſts there. Even in a preſent View, let 
us not chi ink Dach the worſt Thing: that can befal 
us Life, with the Curſe of an ill. Conſcience, as 
Deferters of the Intereſt of our Country, is infinitely 
worſe z in this, we would inflict greater Miſery upon 
—— 1 to do with 
— 'Toeftabliſh and ſtrengtben our Midds, amigh all 
our preſent Trials, and whatever others we may 
T ˙ 
rations. 
211.) Lat a confiler the-Sibey of a ſtedfaſt Inte 
. and » brave publick Spirit o adhering wi 
Reſolution 9 of or hagy ans 
Man- 
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Mankind, Aging of . all * Rage n 


Fury of violent Men; of being able to ſay with che 
8 None ef theſe things 
my life dear une myſelf, ſo that. I might act my Part | 
4 ans finiſh my cou with joy (a). Let us en- 

ber the outward Glory which' attends ſuch a Cha- 
rafter ; the Glory of being beloved and eſteemed by” 
Mankind, of receiving their Truſt and Confidenoe, | 


receiving from them the Prailes of a ſtedfaſt I- ST 


fulneſs, of an unſhaken Integrity and Faithfulneſs to 
their important Intereſts; the Glory of being uſeſul 
Examples to animate others to the like Be- 
haviour. But there is a Glory indeꝑendent of the 
World, and far preferable to all human Applauſe, 
which attends Conſtancy and Fortitude of Mind in 
overcoming Trials; the approving Teſtimony” of 
Conſcience within us. Let us think what Peace and 
dilsfaction, what Joy and Triumph of Soul tlie 
vill yield us! A far more ſolid Satisfaction, than 
ve can have in the greateſt worldly Acquiſitions: 
How vaſtly ſuperior” the Joy of 'this Self-appladſe, 
to the Acclamations of a "hole World! To ini 
prove this to an higher Pitch, what unſpeakible Sa · 
usfaction ſhall we have in the Senſe of the Divine Ap- 
probation |! Ip conſidering, and applying to our- 
ſelves, that Applauſe which our Lord beſtows on 4 
tried and ſledfaſt Goodneſs ; I know thy works, an 
thy labour, and - thy patience 3 that thou bold fe oft my 
name, and huſt not denied my faith (bY. * 
(2.) Let us conſider the glorious Reward ths 1 
which a virtuous Conſtancy ſhall be crowned ar lat.” 
Be thou faithful unto death, faith our Saviour, au, 
ul give ther -@ ' crown of Life (4). Should we be 
. 


1 66 _—_—— 


(s) 46. . 3, ny Rov. U 5 age! (0) ReviBo20, ) 
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Ty 6329 | 
called to facrifice our Lives in the Cauſe of Religion, 
and of the Liberties of our Country, we die glori- 
ouſly, and ſhall reap the Fruits of a ſtedfaſt Good- 
neſs in a better World. How delightful will it be 
beyond Conception, to receive that publick Sentence 
of Approbation from the Mouth of the great Judge, 
before Angels and all the World, Mell done. in 
and faithful ſervant, enter into the joy of thy Lord(a). 
his ſhall introduce the faithful Servants of God in- 
to fulneſs of joy in God's preſence, and at his right- 
band (b). There they ſhall have Reſt from all their 
Sufferings, and enjoy undiſturbed Happineſs. What 
an additional Pleaſure will it then give them, - to look 
back on all the Trials through which they have made 
their Way, and the Conſlancy and Strength of Mind 
which, by Divine Grace, they have ſhown! As 
| in a noble Warfare, with what Joy and 
Triumph ſhall they reflect on the Aſſaults they have 
tuſtained, and the Dangers they have overcome! 

- (3:) Let us attend to the Examples of thoſe who 
have acted their Parts with Bravety and Conſtancy, 
in the like Times of Trial, or in than we 
have yet met with; who, in the Cauſe of God, 
have encountered the greateſt worldly Terrors, Bonds, 
Impriſonments, Tortures, and Death, with an un- 
daunted Mind. Let the Glory of ſuch Examples 
animate our Ambition in purſuing the like worthy 
Courſe. Let us be fol'owers of them, bo, through 


faith and patience, inherit the viſes (c). Let: u . 
particularly think of our brave A nceſtors, who made in o 
a noble Stand for Religion and Liberty, agaiſt Po- Wa 


| p= Perſecution, and the Violence of Arbitrary 


n K — — — 
1 (a) Match. XXV. 21. (6) Pſal. Xvi. 11. (c) Heb. vi. 13 
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reafure procure Pn 
reſtimable Bleſſings we have enjoyed. As we extol 
ir Virtue, and AE now Edge them as the glorious, 


ments in the Hand of God, of conveying to 
s the civil and religious Advantages we have been 
left with z let us. not | poorly forfeit our Share in 
he Glory, when we meet, with any Meaſure of the 
ke Trials, Let us entertain a noble Concern, td 
ure our Names remembered with like Honour when 
zare gone, and to be remembered by our Poſterity 


the Inftruments of their Happineſs, the faithful 
ardians of a publick Intereſt in Lime of Danger. 


ogether with a Senſe of Glory, let us call up any 
ding of Humanity in us. Have qe any Affection 
or our dear Children, our own Fleſh and Blood ; 
ould we -with that they ſnould be well and bappy, 
yen we have left the World? Or can we bear the 
ought of their being in a State of Slavery and 
Miſery, having the molt, bitter Remembrance of us, 

v the Betrayers of our Country? If theſe Things 
duch us, as they muſt do every human Heart; then 
et us de concerned, at all poſſible Hazards, to have 
e Bleſſings of a free and happy Government, and 
i religious Liberty handed down to them, to give 
dem Occaſion to remember with Pleaſure, that che 
dear and invaluable Purchaſe, made by our Fore- 
From the View of inferior Examples, let us riſe 
in our Thoughts #0 Feſus the author. and finiſher of a 
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it, an ardent... Zeal for the Glory of God, and 
Er of Mankind, endured the croſs, de- 
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(s) Heb. vii. 2, 3. Pn 128 | 7 


ab (a) ; who animated with a molt noble publick _ 
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85 3 (34) by, 
ſpiſing the ſhame, and is G down at the right hand g 
the' throne of God; let us confider bim bo u fad 
contradiftion of finners againſt bimſelf, left ue be ward 
and faint in our minds. How ſhould it Kindle ng 
4 generous Ardour of Soul in encountering Tn 
and Difficulties, to think that they give us Op 
tunity of diſplaying the like Virtues of Patience, 
lative Love to God, an invincible 
Love to Mankind, and firm Adherence. to thar 
greateſt Intereſts, for which our Bleſſed Redeemer 
was fo illuſtrious ! Let us be encouraged to follow by 
Reps with unwearied Conſtancy, by the aſſured 
0 


Fortitude, a 


living and reigning with him at laſt. To bim 


 overcometh, ſays he, will I grant to fit with me in 
| throne, even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet down uil 


wy Father in his throne (a). ' 155 


By ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, let us fortify our 
Minds, humbly depending on God for the neceſſin 
Aids of his Grace, which will not be wanting to or 
honeſt Endeavours. Let us beg of him, that be 
would Arengiben us tvith all might, according ts bs 
glorious power, unto all patience and long-ſuffering wit 
o 
Let us further contribute our mutual Endeavoum, 
for animating and ſtrengthing one another. Let i 
make us the more careful every one of his own Br 
haviour, and to act his own Part worthily,-—that ot 
Example may ſerve to animarte others 
not by any Diſcovery of ſhameful Weakneſs or Di 
couragemènt, communicate the like Feebleneſs d 
Heart to them. Let us enliven and encourage on 


Commer 


anather, by our Converſation, our honeſt 
of Zeal, our mutual Exhortations, our 
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8 Uudable and brave $ ner dern 
pam, our friendly Admonitions f any Inſtances 
f Weak nes. 
Thus let us ſtir. up er ee 
& our Parts well, and to remain conliant,, in thele | 
umit, nces of Trial. 
2. 2 us now, in the ſecond Place, refle& 9 | 
ines of Trial, as diſcovering in Men's Behaviour 
thar ren! Tempers and Characters; and let us make 
n rovement of them in this View. They 
iſcover Men to the World, and to them- 
4 With relation to this, ald offer you the 


10 Inſtructions, 
not the Diſcovery which theſe Times 
of 1A 0 make of other Men, divert our Attention 
from our ozn Hearts, Let us be chiefly converſant 
with ourſelves, attending to our own Temper and 
Behaviour: ; Let it be our principal Concern, to im- 
prove in an Acquaintance with our own Character 
23 diſcovered by ſuch Trials, and to 2a our own | 
Parts well in theſe trying Circumſtances. | 

(2.) Let not the Diſcovery which dolby may be | 
made of Falſeneſs of Heart, or. of Fickleneſs and 
Inconſtancy in ſome, diſpoſe us to a general Suſpici- 
on; like the Pſalmiſt, who meeting with Diſappoint- 
ments, was ready to ſay in his haſte that all men 
were liars, Let us always be willing to think the 
beſt we reaſonably can of Mankind, and be ready 
to do all Jaltice x to every Man's Character. Let us 
never entertain wich Pleaſure the Diſcovery of an 
Thing bad; let it be our greateſt Satisfaction, to 
oy 577 n ee any Inſtances of real Good - 

One 

(2.) While wr Times of Trial make Diſcove+s 
ris to the a. of uu let. us be 5 
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ſpire us with further Reſolution for encountering 


of 36 
ſo much the more, to take Notice of thoſe 
ſhow a ſtedfaſt Goodneſs and Integrity 4 WhO d 
guiſh themſelves by their Conſtaney and Portitnie 
Mind, their Courage and Zeal, in a good and y 
thy Cauſe, Let us be ready to ſhow a Juſt Esten 
of them, and to reward yeh wich that PA « 
rug that Truſt and Confidence-which bee 
m. a”. 
| % ber u alwayy make a ice be 
evident Diſcoveries of a bad- Heart; and Thi: 
of Weakneſs and Frailty : "Theſe, where her 
| pears Honeſty of Heart in the main, let Tan 
touch with a friendly and gentle Hand, ſo 45 Mt 
to diſcourage thoſe in whom we take Notice d 
them: Let us be much more inclin'd to diſcovet ul 
commend what is truly Praife-worthy, than __ 
ly to mark Imperfections. Thus let us N 
hands which hang down and the feeble fees (Fife 
contribute to the healing of that which is lame y by 
to them that _ of a fearfer” dean, "Bt Prong, fra 
N ( 0). 
(s.) In the 10 Place, let us with all Care ſet + 
bout what mainly concerns #s, the Improvernent of 
theſe Trials as Means of diſcovering us to ourſelva 
We ought frequently to retollect ourſelves in thelt 
Circumſtances, and carefully examine the Partics 
lad of our Temper and Conduct. If our own 
Minds approve of us upon ſerious Reflection, kt 
our Experience of the inward Pleaſures of this Sclf 
7 — confirm us the more in the Paths of 
' neſs, and excite us to go on in them, and in- 


| Oe an Og ne us. "him 
+ WV me 


| det 


* : * 


Tt (a) Heb. xii. TH 13. 705 Iſa- — 374 


3 
* 
= 


Fa 71 


S Kr 2 


A F 


* 


J 
15 


YEE 
E 


; 


2 


AN 
Ft 


ceeding and eternal weight 93 
fires * wa up San lg ds 


fublime Exerciſes and Enjoyments of that 


and undiſturbed Joys we ſhall then be poſſeſ- 
{ed of To which a” is infini 
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